Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
Chew Magna Parish Council held in
The Old School Rooms Tuesday 2 April 2024 7 — 7.30pm

Councillors Present  Clir Jon Wheatley, Chairman ClIr Nick Scholefield
Cllr Louise Leeder Cllr Rodney Andrews
Clir lan Cox Cllr Paul Cornelius
Cllr Simon Jerrome Cllr Lynne Easton
Clir Matthew Torrible

AGENDA

Item 1 Chairman’s Report to the Parish

My report for 2023/24 is a positive assessment of the Parish Council work programme.
My first priority is to record our full thanks and appreciation of the work of Nick Sholefield
who has for many years acted as Vice Chair and planning lead for the Parish Council. Nick
also represented the Parish Council on the Primary School Governors and attended many
meetings representing the Parish. Nick, please accept our heartfelt thanks on behalf of
Chew Magna Parish Council and my personal thanks for your support.

Taking Nick’s place as Vice Chair is Cllr Simon Jerrome. Simon has led on business
involvement and has engendered confidence in lo al businesses and we have a strong high
street with few vacant sites unlike many other towns and villages.

Simon along with Paul Cornelius has led on the Affordable Housing initiatives and whilst we
have to date been unsuccessful in achieving our objective the work continues. Hopefully
with creative and constructive support rom B&NES Council we may be successful in meeting
the needs of local people.

The Childrens’ play area located in the Kind Georges V playing field has been maintained and
continues to be well used. Thanks must go to Clir Lynee Easton and Cllr Natasha Morgan
who have taken on the responsibility of this important facility.

2023 has been, as you are fully aware, one of the wettest seasons on record and the Flood
Wardens have excelled in managing emergency services both regional and local in
minimising the threat and actual flooding incidents in partnership with B&NES Council, the
Environment Agency and local rivers, streams, drains and verges.

Litter, leaves, flowers and the National Environment continue to be high priority for Chew
Magna and our full thanks and appreciation is extended to all the volunteers that have
contributed to managing the street scene, the national environment and the landscape.

In these challenging times whereby B&NES Council have to prioritise budgets we need more
volunteers and | would like to ask more private land owners to get involved in the
maintenance and upkeep of these important areas. Anyone interested please contact the
energetic Cllr Lynne Easton or any other member of the Parish Council.

| need to place on record our thanks to Judy Kendall, Charlie Dando and their team who
have, for many years, provided us with excellent floral features.

The challenges presented by Bristol Airport are many and the proposed expansion is of
concern. ClIr Louise Leeder has continued to represent us well in this area. It would be
good if, as part of their community programme, the airport could be more constructive in
supporting our local communities.



Clir Paul Cornelius and ClIr lan Cox continue to provide full support and valuable advice and
counsel in many areas. Paul with local community advice and lan with all things agricultural
and of a landscape nature. Chew Magna parish, as you are all aware, is a lovely valley area

with many landscape features largely maintained by our strong farming community.

Finance and budget management is the responsibility of Clir Rodney Andrews whose
copious scrutiny and attention to detail helps us all to maintain the Parish Council within
budget and in an open and honest way. Challenges in the budget areas is the question of
street lighting repair and maintenance. This area continues to be a challenge for us all in
2024/25.

Planning and development is an area for continued focus. We are situated in the green belt
and regrettably have on our boundaries a number of real development challenges, notably
Half Way Farm and the former Dagger’s Chicken Farm as well as other derelict buildings. It
is hoped that working with Ward ClIr Dave Harding that we can influence B&NES Council
planners to be creative and constructive in working with us to resolve these long standing
and overdue sites to be resolved.

Highways, including speed awareness, are still concerns and areas for a focus. We have
been successful in getting Tunbridge Footpath repaired in character as well as the Co-op
railings. However, maintenance and upkeep of street fabric still needs focus. Some railings
are shabby and unwanted plants continue to be a maintenance problem.

There are a large range of community organisations in Chew Magna Parish, and we met
them to thanks them for their involvement earlier in the year. The Parish Council wish to

place on record full thanks to everyone for their efforts.

Kristy Headlong, our Parish Clerk, continues to provide a high quality support and advice
service to all Councillors. Thank you, Kirsty.

We also look forward to working with our newly co-opted Councillor, Matthew Torrible.
Finally, please accept my thanks to you all for your work and dedication in 2023/24. You are
a good team representing the community we know as Chew Magna Parish.
Jon Wheatley
Item 2 Use of funds for cycle hangars re Community Bus Hub
Decision to be made in the following Parish Council meeting.
Item 3 Public Participation
The Council heard from
i) A resident regarding progress on the clearing and renovation of The Pound.
i) A member of the Rewild group who requested that the Council create a tab on

the website for Nature & Climate information and updates and a statement to
confirm that the Council has declared a Climate emergency

Kirsty Headlong, Parish Clerk 05 April 2024



