Chairs Report for PCAA AGM on 19.6.25

PCAA finances

The PCAA has now invested the very generous legacy of £53,00 left by Marion Mainwaring who
was the secretary to the PCAA before Judith Hoskin with CCLA. This money will be used to
oppose further airport expansion. The financial report shows that the PCAA finances have now
recovered since our opposition to the expansion of the to 12 mppa which used up all our
resources in the Appeal.

Thanks to the team

| would like to thank Nick Tyrell for the fantastic work he has done for the PCAA on PLANNING
since the restructuring of the PCAA in 2022 when Hilary Burn retired as chair. Nick has now
stepped down from the PCAA and we all wish him well.

Hilary Burn who has taken ownership of OPPOSING BRISTOL AIRPORT’S EXPANSION
PLANS TO 15MPPA. Her encyclopaedic knowledge and understanding of the working of the
airport is of huge benefit to the PCAA and she is irreplaceable. Thank you Hilary for taking on this
task.

My sincere thanks go to:

Nicola Ainger who has now left the PCAA for her work on NET ZERO/CLIMATE
CHANGE/AIRPORT EMISSIONS for whom we are looking for a replacement.

Roger Daniels who holds the Airport to account on OFF AIRPORT PARKING and AIRPORT
SURFACE ACCESS STRATEGY.

Laurie Vaughn who is responsible for NOISE (including representing the PCAA on the AEF
Airspace and Noise Community Forum and AIR SPACE MODERNISATION

Our Vice Chair Joachim Steinbach who is responsible for reporting on the AIRPORT
CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE and is jointly responsible with Laurie for AIR SPACE
MODERNISATION

Sean Stephenson McGall for PCAA WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT and keeping the Website up to
date with which Laurie Vaugn assists.

Without them the PCAA could not function.

Planning Matters

Most of the planning applications were minor with the exception of Planning Application 23/P/2185/FU2 to
NSC made by EPIC to turn an area of greenbelt into a massive European headquarters with plans to
utilise Bristol Airport to bring in their employees for training from all over Europe and for the to then get
taxis form the airport to the Long Ashton site. This has been granted. The effect on the already congested
A38 and A370 will be extensive and hence why the PCAA objected. Bristol Council had expressed
concerns as have Avon and Somerset Constabulary and others including the PCAA..

Airport Masterplan for Expansion to 15mppa

A consultation on Bristol Airport’s Master plan for expansion from12mppa to 15 mppa was open
for response until 30 January 2025 prior to a formal planning application which is expected in
September 2025.



The PCAA objected strongly on the basis of impact on the rural landscape; removal of Green
Belt; nature depletion; no mass transport system, unsuitability and congestion of the road
network to the A38; use of greenbelt for car parking for a further 2,000 car parking spaces; the
Committee on Climate Change states that there should be no airport expansion; increased
ground noise; the problems of increased night flights by 25%; unsuitable dispensation for late
arriving night flights (over 700); Air Quality; biodiversity; environmental impacts; business
passenger growth has remained static and the tourist deficit has increased.

The Office for National Statistics showed that, for 2023, UK residents spent £72.4bn on visits
abroad whilst incoming tourists only spent £31bn. This negates the claimed economic benefit.

North Somerset Council response to Bristol Airport Scoping Opinion to expansion to 15
mppa (application 24/P/2508/EA2 on the NSC planning page)

Biodiversity: NSC require evidence that there are no significant effects of noise on roosting bats
within the SAC which has been scoped out due to the elevation, position and short duration of
aircraft overflying.

Air Quality and Odour: NSC request that studies are extended from 2km to 4km.

Noise and Vibration: NSC state that there should be more recent noise data available from the
Noise Monitoring Terminals than 2022. The ground noise assessment area is to be 4km x 4km
from the centre of the runway which was was 2km x 2km previously The proposed area for the air
noise assessment is 20km to the east of the airport which should pick up effects on East Dundry
and Chew Magna.

Transport and surface access: To improve existing and new longer distance public transport
services.

Mass Transit; NSC encourages the Applicant to consider mass transit within the context of their
growth aspirations for the airport including for the proposed increase from 12- 15mppa.

Landscape and Visual: Skyglow to be considered over Kenn Moor, North Somerset Levels and
Claverham Drove.

Historic Environment: Scheduled monument to be considered.

Surface Water and Flood Risk: NSC agree with points made by BANES (see application
24/P/2508/EA2)

Sadik Hassan’s MP report of meeting with NSC residents on 13 February 2025

https://www.northsomersettimes.co.uk/news/24941346.sadik-al-hassan-bristol-airport-event-
draws-crowds/

Bath & NE Somerset (B&NES) Council reaffirms its opposition to the expansion of Bristol
Airport on 20 March 2025 as previously expressed in March 2019 as part of the Climate
Emergency Declaration and again in July 2022.

The proposal was made by Dave Harding (Councillor for Chew Valley). Jackie Head, Steve
Clarke (Bristol Airport Action Network — BAAN) and Louise Leeder (PCAA) spoke in support of
the motion. The proposal was carried, and the vote was 42 councillors for, 2 abstained and 0
against.


https://www.northsomersettimes.co.uk/news/24941346.sadik-al-hassan-bristol-airport-event-draws-crowds/
https://www.northsomersettimes.co.uk/news/24941346.sadik-al-hassan-bristol-airport-event-draws-crowds/

Correspondence with Dan Norris MP regarding PCAA's response to Bristol Airport Draft
Final Master Plan Consultation 2024 to increase Airport capacity to 15 mppa

On 28 January 2025 the Chair wrote to Dan Norris MP including the PCAAs response to Bristol
Airport Draft Final Master Plan Consultation 2024 to increase Airport capacity to 15 mppa.

He replied on 13 February 2025 that he was opposed to the planning application which Bristol
Airport submitted in 2020 to increase to 12 million passengers per annum and that he does not
support further expansion. He said “We have an ambitious regional target for net zero Co2 by
2030. Further expansion of Bristol Airport to serve up to 15 million passengers per annum is
simply not compatible with that goal.”

Alternative Masterplan to airport expansion

Bristol Airport Action Network Survey have written an Alternative Master Plan to show a different
set of choices to the ones the airport has put forward in their Masterplan. This emphasises
people and planet ahead of growth and profit.

Details of the masterplan can be found here: bit.ly/AlternativeMasterPlan

Environmental Considerations: Carbon Emissions and other Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Bristol Airport does not follow the advice of the UK Climate Change Committee. The last report
from the committee in 2023 recommended that “no airport expansion should proceed until a UK
wide capacity management framework is in place to annually assess and, if required, control
GHG emissions and non-CO effects. The letter from Lord Deben and full report can be down
loaded from this link https:/www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-2023-progress-report-to-
parliament-to-ri-hon-prime-minister/ Bristol Airport should provide a cumulative assessment of
growth and show how the aviation sector fits within the Sixth Carbon Budget.

On 21 January 2025, the New Economics Forum reported that approving the expansion of
Heathrow, Luton and Gatwick airports would wipe out the benefits of the government’s Clean
Power Plan (CPP) within five years of expanded operation.

https://neweconomics.org/2025/01/airport-expansion-would-wipe-out-carbon-savings-of-
governments-clean-power-plan

Parking and Green Belt:

Roger Daniels on behalf of the PCAA has investigated NSC’s approach to enforcement of

‘off airport’ car parking.

There has been correspondence with NSC about enforcement of off-site airport parking and
further discussion with NSC of a possible Article 4 direction ‘to remove permitted development
rights to control the temporary use of any land for not more than 28 days in total in any calendar
year ... for the storage, parking, cleaning, maintenance or repair of any motor vehicle of any
description providing it was not used in association with the authorised use of the land.’ This had
been the subject of consultation in 2016 but never imposed. No decision had yet been made
about the Article 4 direction by NSC.

Bristol Airport’s Action on Unauthorised Airport Parking

Bristol Airport’s web site dated 30" April 2025 summarises actions taken by North Somerset
Council’s enforcement team on unauthorised off-site airport parking:
https://www.bristolairport.co.uk/corporate/news-and-media/news-and-media-
centre/2025/4/unauthorised-airport-car-parks-dealt-with-by-north-somerset-council/



https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fbit.ly%252fAlternativeMasterPlan%26c%3DE%2C1%2CpqgBd3NEI_xHhNyEOf3y-O7DEXX3IIPpRiSmf4h9QOOtWam3gGnCnNXPIYedXtfBEHdFQkHn9ry_-YH0K0on--iyGcvpjUcEHqWE9YmAUux5F_c%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Calison_wells%40bathnes.gov.uk%7C2be50c8627974ef3371908dd5e5d14dd%7Cc562c0ced9254dfd8d99c9416eb03eb9%7C1%7C0%7C638770476069116838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=awIa7WwY5J435nHgmpnQfvZZ14FXMrXSd5C5VMfMQCI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-2023-progress-report-to-parliament-to-rt-hon-prime-minister/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-2023-progress-report-to-parliament-to-rt-hon-prime-minister/
https://neweconomics.org/2025/01/airport-expansion-would-wipe-out-carbon-savings-of-governments-clean-power-plan
https://neweconomics.org/2025/01/airport-expansion-would-wipe-out-carbon-savings-of-governments-clean-power-plan
https://www.bristolairport.co.uk/corporate/news-and-media/news-and-media-centre/2025/4/unauthorised-airport-car-parks-dealt-with-by-north-somerset-council/
https://www.bristolairport.co.uk/corporate/news-and-media/news-and-media-centre/2025/4/unauthorised-airport-car-parks-dealt-with-by-north-somerset-council/

Airport Surface Access Strategy

An Airport Surface Access Strategy is a requirement of the planning permission for the expansion
of the airport. Areport has been published by BAL but not al the Parishes were consulted.

The Vision is to reduce car trips in favour of other modes. ‘As part of the 12mppa planning
consent, BAL is committed to implementing measures and monitoring to aim to achieve a target
0.5% increase in public transport use year on year.’

Existing Surface Access is described in terms of public transport routes (bus and coach), on-site
shuttle buses, rail (no direct link), walking and cycling (insignificant), taxis (exclusive Arrow Car
concession and Drop & Go Car park), road access (single carriageway roads). On-site car
parking is currently ¢ 18,000 spaces with plans to increase to ¢ 22,300 spaces.

Nearly 80% of passengers arrived by car or taxi, partly reflecting the limited public transport
options available. According to Bristol Airport staff travel surveys, 87% of airport employees
arrived by car in 2017. Bus use by employees had increased from 2.5% in 2004 to 9% in 2017.
The ASAS has been adopted

Night flight Dispensations

In the last recorded year there were just under 700 dispensations. None have received a penalty
from NSC. NSC will be trying to reduce dispensations to 500 in the next year, and then less in
the following years. District Councillor Thomas Daw said that NSC will be dedicating more officer
time to challenge dispensations.

Bristol Airport Newsletter Summer 24 reported that:

10 million passengers had been through the airport in a consecutive twelve-month period.

Air Accident Investigation Bureau Report into the 'near miss' incident at Bristol Airport on
4 March 2024

https://www.gov.uk/aaib-reports/aaib-special-bulletin-s1-slash-2024-boeing-7
37-8k5-g-fdzs

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aaib-special-bulletin-boeing-737-8k5-g-fd
zs-auto-throttle-failure-on-takeoff-from-bristol-airport-4-march-2024
There is an ongoing investigation.

Evacuation of the Control Tower at Bristol Airport on 26 June 2024

Whilst this was a false alarm, the flight safety of aircraft could have been at risk if it had been an
actual fire. As a precautionary measure 6 arrival flights were rerouted as a precaution.

Bristol Airport flights diverted after evacuation - BBC News

Bristol Airport — up for sale

Bristol Airport was put up for sale in late 2024 by the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Fund.

Bristol Airport Annual Monitoring Report 2024

A PDF version of the report can be accessed here.


https://www.gov.uk/aaib-reports/aaib-special-bulletin-s1-slash-2024-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs
https://www.gov.uk/aaib-reports/aaib-special-bulletin-s1-slash-2024-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aaib-special-bulletin-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs-auto-throttle-failure-on-takeoff-from-bristol-airport-4-march-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aaib-special-bulletin-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs-auto-throttle-failure-on-takeoff-from-bristol-airport-4-march-2024
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c6pp2jy8rp1o
https://pcaa.org.uk/Reports/BRS%20Annual%20Monitoring%20Report%202024.pdf

Aviation Environment Federation (AEF)

The AEF collaborated with Transport & Environment (June 24) on the launch of its report on
aviation air pollution that took data from Schiphol Airport in the Netherlands and extrapolated it to
estimate the health impacts of all major European airports, including four in the UK.

In July 2024 the AEF told the Government that no taxpayer money should be used to support
sustainable aviation fuels (SAFs), specifically the revenue certainty mechanism (RCM), which is
designed to launch the nascent SAF industry in the UK. We were joined by over twenty NGOs in
a joint letter advocating that the polluter must pay for the costs of decarbonisation.

A large part of AEF’s work is providing information for people concerned about the impact of
aviation on the environment. The resource page on the impact of aviation on biodiversity has
been updated.

AEF Online Meeting on 5 March 2025 (attended and reported by Hilary Burn)

Take away messages:

o the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) had NOT moved away from the sixth carbon
budget of no more airport expansion but had framed it in a different way.

e The budget suggests that emissions need to fall in the period of 2025-2030 probably
through demand. The citizen panels gave support for demand management. Sustainable
Aviation Fuel (SAF) is critical but has many limitations and that aviation needed to be
taxed.

Key dates which will indicate the view of the Government:

1 April 2025 - Legal Challenge the JR hearing on the Jet Zero policy.

e 3 April 2025 - Luton decision

e May 2025 - The Government announces the next Carbon Delivery Plan which
includes aviation. Note that the Government has had two previous plans which
failed due to court rulings.

e 30 June 2025- Farnborough Airport decision on overturning conditions

o July 2025 - Heathrow has to confirm plans to the Government on its intention
on how it intends to grow and submit application for third runway.

e Sept 2025 - Airport National Policy Statement (ANPS) Review.

e 27 Oct 2025 - Gatwick decision

The Government’s Revised Policy on Aviation Noise

"The OANPS sets out the Government’s revised overarching policy on aviation noise overall “to
balance the economic and consumer benefits of aviation against their social and health
implications in line with the ICAO’s Balanced Approach. This should take into account the local
and national context of both passenger and freight operations and recognise the additional health
impacts of night flights.

The impact of aviation noise must be mitigated as much as is practicable and realistic to do so,
limiting, and where possible reducing, the total adverse impacts on health and quality of life from
aviation noise. The paper explains that in the context of sustainable growth an increase in total
adverse effects may be offset by an increase in economic and consumer benefits. In
circumstances where there is an increase in total adverse effects, “limit” would mean to mitigate
and minimise adverse effects, in line with the NPSE.”


https://aef.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dacea0a21f38661261340c87a&id=b5f8c2ad60&e=7215fa45e9
https://aef.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dacea0a21f38661261340c87a&id=3d72f08d31&e=7215fa45e9
https://aef.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dacea0a21f38661261340c87a&id=174ecf3d27&e=7215fa45e9
https://aef.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dacea0a21f38661261340c87a&id=cd4259a23f&e=7215fa45e9

Government Carbon Management Plan

The original court-ordered deadline for the government to produce an updated climate plan was 3
May 2025. The court has now granted the government’s request to extend this deadline to 29
October 2025.

It includes aviation and it would have been very helpful to have this information in order to
oppose Bristol Airports planning application to increase to 15mppa

Luton Airport Expansion approved 3.4.25

Planning Inspectorate’s notification of decision letter (PDF, 967KB)

Secretary of State for Transport decision letter? (PDF, 967KB



https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020001/TR020001-003745-D02a%20-%20Notice%20of%20SoS%20Decision%20-%20Reg%2023%20or%2031%20-%20GRANTED%20.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020001/TR020001-003766-FINAL%20CLEARED%20VERSION%20OF%20DL%20-%20V.4%20PINS.pdf

