
Airport Report for Chew Magna Parish Council Meeting  

On 4 March 2025 

  

Public Meeting regarding Bristol Airport Expansion Airport with Sadik Al Hassan (MP for 
North Somerset). 

I applied as Chair of the PCAA but as I do not live in North Somerset permission to attend was not 
granted. 

Sadik Hassan’s report of meeting 

https://www.northsomersettimes.co.uk/news/24941346.sadik-al-hassan-bristol-airport-event-draws-
crowds/ 

 

Correspondence with Dan Norris regarding the Parish Council Airport Association's 
(PCAA's) response to Bristol Airport Draft Final Master Plan Consultation 2024 to increase 
Airport capacity to 15 mppa 

The PCAA response and CMPC response can be found in the CMPC Airport Report 4 February 
2025 

On 28 January 2025 I wrote to Dan Norris  

Dear Dan, 

Please find attached a copy of the Parish Council Airport Association's (PCAA's) response to Bristol 
Airport Draft Final Master Plan Consultation 2024 to increase Airport capacity to 15 mppa.    

 All top 10 UK airports with the exception of Bristol Airport are accessed by motorway or dual 
carriageway and have a direct rail link.  Bristol has no direct rail link and is served only by single 
carriageway in both directions and access between the A38 and A37 to the east is by narrow and 
winding B roads with  pinch points to single file traffic at several points.  It is essential that there is 
the provision of a mass transit system which is not bus based and that a much larger proportion of 
passengers than the proposed 20% arrive by public transport before further expansion 
to 15mppa should be considered as this will be a 50% (10mppa to 15mpppa) increase on already 
exceptionally busy and congested roads.   

 The proposal to build extensively on green belt rather than building the third multistorey 
carpark which is a condition of the airport expanding to 12 mppa and not to consider adding a tier 
over existing single storey car park is not environmentally friendly, reduces habitats 
and increases flood risk to communities which already have flooding problems downstream. 

 The Committee on Climate Change states that there should be no airport expansion.  

 Bristol Airport has the worst tourist deficit in the UK.  Only 14% of passengers fly in compared with 
86% leaving the UK. The additional employment which is promised for every expansion has not 
materialised. 

 The additional effects of noise, air quality and a requested 25% increase in night flights with the 
majority taking place in the summer months affects communities in the vicinity adversely. 

 On 21 January 2025 the New Economics Forum reported that approving the expansion of 
Heathrow, Luton and Gatwick airports would wipe out the benefits of the government’s Clean Power 
Plan (CPP) within five years of expanded operation.  

 https://neweconomics.org/2025/01/airport-expansion-would-wipe-out-carbon-savings-of-
governments-clean-power-plan 

 Yours sincerely 
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Louise Leeder 

Chair Parish Council Airport Association 

The PCCA membership includes 25 Parish Councils and 2 Town Councils representing over 70,000 
residents in NSC and BANES. 

 

Dan Norris replied on 13 February 2025 

Dear Louise Leeder, 
 
Thank you for your email and for sharing with me the consultation paper which has been submitted.  
  
As you may be aware, I was opposed to the planning application which Bristol Airport submitted in 
2020 to increase to 12 million passengers per annum. My view has not changed, and I do not 
support further expansion. 
  
From the correspondence I receive, from the people that I talk to at events, on the doorstep, and at 
my MP surgeries, I know that many constituents in North East Somerset & Hanham are rightly 
concerned about any further growth of the airport and the environmental and social consequences 
this would bring. 
  
We have an ambitious regional target for net zero Co2 by 2030. Further expansion of Bristol Airport 
to serve up to 15 million passengers per annum is simply not compatible with that goal. 
  
As Metro Mayor I have campaigned for jobs and growth for our region but amid the climate and 
biodiversity emergency increasing flights, with the significant additional Co2 that would generate, 
cannot morally be the right thing to do. 
  
Our region is home to a proud aerospace industry which is developing exciting new technology to 
help mitigate the effects of flying; but we are not there yet. 
  
Thank you for contacting me about this matter which I will continue to monitor following the end of 
the consultation period. 
  

Yours sincerely 
 
Dan Norris MP 
Labour Member of Parliament for North East Somerset & Hanham 

 

 

 


