
Airport Report for Chew Magna Parish Council Meeting  

On 1 April 2025 

  

 

AEF Online Meeting on 5 March 2025 

Report by Hilary Burn 

 

The main purpose of the presentation was to show the Government position on expansion, its 
implications on the local and national level. 
 

There was a lot of information from the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) on the seventh 
carbon budget.   
 

The take away messages: 
• the CCC had NOT moved away from the sixth carbon budget of no more airport expansion 

but had framed it in a different way.   
• The budget suggests that emissions needs to fall in the period of 2025-2030 probably 

through demand. The citizen panels gave support for demand management. Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel (SAF) is critical but has many limitations and that aviation needed to be taxed. 

 

Key dates which will indicate the view of the Government:  

• 1 April 2025 - Legal Challenge the JR hearing on the Jet Zero policy. 
• 3 April  2025 - Luton decision 

• May 2025 - The Government announces the next Carbon Delivery Plan which includes 
aviation. Note that the Government has had two previous plans which failed due to court 
rulings. 

• 30 June 2025- Farnborough Airport decision on overturning conditions 

• July 2025 - Heathrow has to confirm plans to the Government on its intention on how it 
intends to grow and submit application for third runway. 

• Sept 2025 - Airport National Policy Statement (ANPS) Review.  Is this correct? 

• 27 Oct 2025 - Gatwick decision 

Issues to emphasise in planning application 

Issues to emphasise in planning application are as follows 

• Noise 

• Emissions from inward flights as departing flights are only considered under the Finch 
decision 

• The New Economics Foundation (NEF) case made around economic issues and highlight 
the limitations and barriers to meeting the SAF mandate. 

 

 

BANES Council Vote to Oppose Airport Expansion to 15mppa on 20 March 2025 

Dave Harding (Ward Councillor for Chew Valley) made a proposal for BANES Council to oppose 
Bristol Airport expansion to 15 mppa  at the Council meeting on 20 March 2025.  This was 
successful with voting of 42 for, 2 abstentions and 0 against. The full details are below. 

I have sent an email thanking Dave on behalf of Chew Magna Council. 

  



Bath & NE Somerset (BANES)  Council  

 Successful Proposal to Oppose Expansion of Bristol Airport to 15mppa 

by Dave Harding of Chew Valley Ward on 20 March 2025 

Proposal 

1. ReaƯirms its opposition to the expansion of Bristol Airport as previously expressed in March 2019 as 
part of the Climate Emergency Declaration and again in July 2022.  

2. Notes that communities in Bath and North East Somerset, local campaign organisations and 
communities in neighbouring authorities also oppose expansion of Bristol Airport.  

3. Regrets that Bristol Airport controversially won permission to expand from 10 million to 12 million 
passengers a year in the face of overwhelming opposition expressed by local communities, 
organisations and elected politicians, and are now consulting on a further expansion to 15 million 
passengers a year, of which they estimate that 12 million will reach the airport by private transport, 
including up to 1000 increased night Ʋights each year, and an extended runway to enable services by 
larger aircraft types. 

 4. Notes the government has expressed support for airport expansion (both the Chancellor and Prime 
Minister have expressed support for a third runway at Heathrow and the Transport Secretary has “set 
out a path” for the expansion of Gatwick airport) in conƲict with the advice given to government by the 
Climate Change Committee, who have repeatedly cautioned against airport expansion without a 
framework in place to manage overall national capacity.  

Council believes that:  

5. Airport expansion is incompatible with the action being taken by West of England Councils to tackle 
the Climate Emergency, the UK Government’s legally binding climate targets, and advice from the 
Government’s own Climate Change Committee.  

6. The health and wellbeing of B&NES residents will be adversely aƯected, through increased air, noise 
and light pollution and through congestion, rogue parking and rat running through our rural villages and 
narrow country lanes.  

7. “Sustainable aviation” is a meaningless phrase, regularly used as greenwash by the airport and fossil 
fuel industries. Sustainable Aviation Fuel is an unproven technology with no clear feedstocks which 
would permit deployment at meaningful scale. 

Council therefore:  

8. Hereby determines to oppose expansion of Bristol Airport in its response as a statutory consultee to 
any forthcoming planning application. 

 9. Calls on all locally elected representatives and all candidates for the forthcoming West of England 
Combined Authority elections to oppose expansion of Bristol Airport.  

10.Calls on the government to consider all airport expansion applications on a national basis and to 
make decisions in line with the advice from the Climate Change Committee, which has said there 
should be ‘no net expansion of airports’; and taking into account the cumulative impact of CO2 
emissions and their impact on the UK’s legally binding journey to net zero.  

11.Requests that the Leader write to the Secretary of State, the aviation minister, and local MPs to 
inform them of Council’s position. 

  



Outcome 

The proposal was made by Dave Harding. 

Jackie Head, Steve Clarke (Bristol Airport Action Network – BAAN) and Louise Leeder (Parish Council 
Airport Association – PCAA) spoke in support of the motion. 

The proposal was carried, and the vote was 42 councillors for, 2 abstained and 0 against. 

 

Alternative Masterplan to airport expansion  

 
Bristol Airport Action Network Survey have written an Alternative Master Plan to show a 
different set of choices to the ones the airport has put forward in their Masterplan. This 
emphasises people and planet ahead of growth and profit. 
 
Details of the masterplan can be found here: bit.ly/AlternativeMasterPlan 

There is also a survey that they would love people to complete so please do 
share this link bit.ly/BAANSurvey 

 
They can then report on this alongside any response to the airport's consultation process. 
So far, based on 700 responses, they have seen a clear desire for the airport to not 
expand further (see graphic below). 

 
 

Government Carbon Management Plan 

The original court-ordered deadline for the government to produce an updated climate plan was 3 

May 2025. The court has now granted the government’s request to extend this deadline to 
29 October 2025. 

This is a shame as it includes aviation and it would have been very helpful to have this 
information in order to oppose Bristol Airports planning application to increase to 15mppa. 

 

North Somerset Council response to Bristol Airport Scoping Opinion- comments by 

Hilary Burn March 2025 

Additional Points to be scoped in the Environmental Assessment: 

The notes below pick out the main additions to be scoped into the EA from responses by 

parishes and individuals to the BA Scoping Opinion consultation November 2024. 

Additional points on issues surrounding airport operations have been added by NSC and 

can be found online in the Officers Report in application 24/P/2508/EA2 on the NSC 

planning page. 

Biodiversity: 

It is noted that significant effects of noise on roosting bats within the SAC has been scoped 

out due to the elevation, position and short duration of aircraft overflying. 

NSC state that this will need to be evidenced. 
The current ecological baseline must also be provided and be part of the assessment 

process. The current baseline is required in order to evidence that the future baseline is 

realistic, to identify any changes to the previous baseline not arising, or not expected, from 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fbit.ly%252fAlternativeMasterPlan%26c%3DE%2C1%2CpqgBd3NEI_xHhNyEOf3y-O7DEXX3IIPpRiSmf4h9QOOtWam3gGnCnNXPIYedXtfBEHdFQkHn9ry_-YH0K0on--iyGcvpjUcEHqWE9YmAUux5F_c%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Calison_wells%40bathnes.gov.uk%7C2be50c8627974ef3371908dd5e5d14dd%7Cc562c0ced9254dfd8d99c9416eb03eb9%7C1%7C0%7C638770476069116838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=awIa7WwY5J435nHgmpnQfvZZ14FXMrXSd5C5VMfMQCI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fbit.ly%252fBAANSurvey%26c%3DE%2C1%2Cd0Cj1cpZ66yYg-1FFSY33GrHWb47VDes84k9umwIVGMiW4Gf1fUw64ATJ6_vukYmCxsbySlOfmgq0ojyZzs9HqcHaR2y09LNF-mr3dULTSdJ0lCJbVk%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Calison_wells%40bathnes.gov.uk%7C2be50c8627974ef3371908dd5e5d14dd%7Cc562c0ced9254dfd8d99c9416eb03eb9%7C1%7C0%7C638770476069125800%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X5RXYFJxRM3e5NHNNveTOwLk7mvggIh2JZhQ4JH4JhQ%3D&reserved=0


the consented 12mppa development, and to enable an assessment of both temporal and 

spatial cumulative effects of the consented and proposed development. This will be 

particularly pertinent in relation to bats associated with the SAC. 

A lighting strategy will be provided showing current baseline and future baseline levels. 

Air Quality and Odour: 

NSC request that studies are extended from 2km to 4km. 

Noise and Vibration: 

NSC state that there should be more recent noise data available from the Noise Monitoring 

Terminals in and around the airport than 2022. The year 2022 would not necessarily be the 

most representative data to use due to recovery from covid. Data should also be collected 

from the airport’s mobile monitoring programme. 

Airborne vibration should not be scoped out at this stage. Even with the assumed 75% 

change in aircraft fleet make-up by 2036, 100,000 ATMs per year translates to 25,000 

ATMs still using the older generation aircraft. 

Assessments of the noise impact from air traffic at night needs to take into account actual 

air traffic movements (including dispensations) not just scheduled air traffic 

movements in order to assess noise from any unscheduled landings / departures. Including 

dispensations is essential. 

The ground noise assessment area is to be 4km x 4km from the centre of the runway, the 

key to the assessment is where the monitor is placed in the first place, the LPA will want 

to agree locations with BAL. Note the assessment area was to be 2km x 2 km. 

The proposed area for the air noise assessment is 20km to the east of the airport which 

should pick up effects on East Dundry and Chew Magna. 

Transport and surface access: 

Assessment of impacts from increased trips - comprehensive assessment of the impact on 

trip generation and community severance should be included, with a utilisation report 

detailing car park and bus capacity. Revising the surface access strategy to incorporate 

collected geospatial data will also enable an understanding of impacts on specific groups, 

such as travellers from South Wales versus local residents. 

Parking - given the congested nature of local highway network and continued background 

traffic growth, provision of additional on-site car parking for drop-off or longer stays is 

unlikely to be acceptable as it will encourage/ enable more car trips. Any future 

application should therefore focus on intercepting car journeys much closer to their origin 

and linking to improved existing and new longer distance public transport services. This 

will help to minimise further impacts on local communities from new vehicle trips to the 

airport, including air quality, fly parking, severance and congestion. 

Mass Transit 

Any future application will need to deliver on the form of mass transit (with regards to the 

type of vehicle, its routing and features, and the mechanism for the scheme to be delivered) 



as agreed through the OBC process currently underway and being led by WECA. NSC 

encourages the Applicant to consider mass transit within the context of their growth 

aspirations for the airport including for the proposed increase from 12- 15mppa and 

identifying which aspects can be included within that. 

Landscape and Visual: 

Skyglow to be considered over Kenn Moor, North Somerset Levels and Claverham Drove. 

The size of the ZTV buffer zone is at 3 km, for clarity the buffer zone is proposed at 5 km 

from the airport boundary with a 10km buffer zone to the south to reflect the Mendip Hills 

National Landscape. 

Historic Environment: 

Scheduled monument now to be considered. 

Socio-Economic: 

The study area needs to take into account the regional and national areas, particularly 

Birmingham Airport. Employment displacement should be included. The prediction of 

increased inbound tourism supporting an additional 1,090 jobs will need to be strongly 

evidenced. 

Greenhouse Gases and Climate Change: 

Emissions should be considered against the sixth and seventh carbon budgets. The EA 

should include consideration of the potential of climate change on the operation of the 

airport and knock on effects which will affect night flight delays resulting in dispensations. 

Surface Water and Flood Risk: 

NSC agree with points made by BANES (see application 24/P/2508/EA2) and these should 

be scoped into EA. The potential impact of infiltration drainage should be included with EA. 

 

 

 


