
Airport Report for Chew Magna Parish Council Meeting  

on 7 January 2025 

 

Airport Masterplan for Expansion to 15mppa 

A consultation on Bristol Airport’s Master plan for expansion from12mppa to 15 mppa is open for 
response until 30 January 2025.  This is prior to a formal planning application.   

Louise Leeder attended a meeting held for Parish Councillors in regard to the Masterplan by BA on 
9 December at 4pm.  This was an informal meeting.  There was no presentation but a series of 
posters and airport staff there to answer questions.  I spoke to the person responsible for noise and 
challenged him that a noise survey in November which is one of the quietest months for aircraft 
movements did not reflect the 6-fold increase over the summer months.  He was unable to justify 
this.  I also discussed with another member of staff the small proportion of passengers travelling by 
public transport which will only increase to 20% with 15mppa and the impact of airport traffic on the 
B3130 which is never considered. 

Chew Magna Parish Council response to application 24/P/2508/EA2  Scoping Opinion on 24.12.24 

Application Summary 

Address: Bristol Airport North Side Road Felton Wrington Bristol BS48 3DY 

Proposal: 

Request for a formal Scoping Opinion to determine the scope of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment for a future application for the proposed expansion of the airport to accommodate 
15 million passengers per annum and associated works. THIS IS NOT A PLANNING 
APPLICATION 

Comments Details 

Commenter 
Type: 

Parish Council 

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application 

Reasons for 
comment: 

 

Comments: Chew Magna Parish Council response to application 24/P/2508/EA2 

Below is the Chew Magna Parish Council (CMPC) response to the request for comments 
concerning the Scoping Opinion that determines the scope of an Environmental Impact 
Assessment for a future application for a proposed expansion of the airport to 
accommodate 15 million passengers per annum and associated works. 

CMPC Parish is located within Bath and North East Somerset to the east of the airport. This 
parish is likely to experience increased noise and traffic impact from any airport expansion.  

Scoping Report: Noise: 

Section 7.2.9. considers   

“A baseline noise survey at locations in the vicinity of the Application Site is being 
undertaken during November 2024 to obtain information on the baseline conditions 
resulting from all noise sources, not just those associated with Bristol Airport.”   



And Section 27.13.3 states that 

“To complement this, short term attended and long term (two week) unattended 
noise surveys are being undertaken in November 2024, as identified in paragraph 
7.2.9.” 

November is the quietest month for aircraft movements in the year and consequently has a 
smaller number of passengers travelling to and from the Airport by car. Therefore, noise will 
be reduced, and these surveys will not provide an accurate reflection. 

This is particularly relevant to nighttime flights. From October to February in 2023 the 
average number of night flights was 81 per month.  In contrast the main summer months 
from April to September had an average of 509 fights per month.  Over a 6-fold increase. 

For the Environmental Assessment CMPC would suggest a noise survey which follows the 
main flight paths including to the north of Chew Magna Parish and over East Dundry where 
aircraft noise is intrusive and particularly at nighttime in the summer.  This would require 
actual measurements not a desk top exercise which is unacceptable. 

 

Scoping Report: Traffic 

Paragraph 6.2.7: This paragraph states that a large proportion of airport-related traffic 
passes through the City of Bristol, North Somerset and parts of Somerset Council, using the 
A38. This omits to state that a large proportion of through traffic also passes though the Bath 
and North East Somerset villages on the A37 and through the Chew Valley villages on the 
B3130. 

The B3130 is considered to be a suitable route by Sat Navs for ALL vehicles and it is used by 
airport traffic as a cut through from the A37 to the A38 in preference to using the South 
Bristol Link Road which would take much longer for vehicles heading from the East and 
South East of the airport 

Paragraph 9.2.17. The A37 and B3013 are not considered and yet both especially the B3130 
will be directly affected by increased through traffic arising from any airport expansion. 

A considerable volume of airport traffic takes a short cut through the B3130 turning off the 
A37 at Belluton. This is a narrow, windy road and unsuitable for any increase in traffic.  

On the B3130 there are several severe pinch points where only single file traffic can pass.  
The first is at Belluton which extends for at least 200m.   

The next four pinch points where only single file traffic can pass are within Chew Magna.  The 
first is at the bridge over the Winford Brook.  After about 300m the next is at the Chalks; then 
after about 100m in the centre of the village near the Coop .  The problem here is 
compounded by traffic joining the High Street from Chew Hill.  There are already frequent 
traffic jams in this area.  The final pinch point is after about 400m at the west end of the High 
Street. 

There are then further pinch points in Winford. 

The B3130 cannot sustain an increase in the equivalent of a further 50% in airport traffic if 
the airport were to increase to 15mppa from its existing 10mppa.  Indeed the 20% increase 
when it reaches 12mppa is not sustainable. 
 

 

Next PCCA meeting: 16 January at 7.30pm by Zoom 


