
Airport Report for Chew Magna Parish Council Meeting  

on 3 December 2024 

 

Sale of Bristol Airport 

Bristol Airport is up for sale by the Ontario Teachers’ Pension Fund 

 

Airport Masterplan for Expansion to 15mppa 

 A consultation on Bristol Airport’s Master plan for expansion from12mppa to 15 mppa is open for 
response until 31 January 2025.  This is prior to a formal planning application.   

Louise Leeder will be attending the meeting held in regard to the Masterplan by BA on 9 December 
at 4pm. 

 

Report on PCAA meeting on 21 November 2024 

UPDATE ON PASSENGER FIGURES  

• This year there are 10.5 million passenger per annum.  There is very fast growth, which 
means that the airport will probably hit their 12 million target in 2027.  This growth also 
applies to the air transport movements.  The set limit is just under 86,000 and this year the 
figure is projected to be around 78,000 to 79,000.   
 

RESPONSE ON THE PUBLICATION OF A NEW MASTER PLAN PRE-PLANNING APPLICATION 
GROWTH TO 15 MPPA 

• The Airport Consultative Committee have been informed that the target date for 20 million 
passengers per year has been brought forward from 2050 to 2040.  The new master plan is 
due to be published in December, with a consultation period of eight weeks 

• It was agreed that the PCAA should issue bullet point guidance to member councils advising 
them on the points that they may wish to consider including in their response.  However, it 
was stressed that each council should submit a separately worded response, outlining their 
objections to the master plan as it would affect them individually.  

• NSC Councillor Thomas Daw gave an overview of the anticipated NSC position regarding 
this, which is that NSC would only accept growth to 15 million passengers if a new train link 
was installed. The road network could not sustain this increase.  It is accepted that a new rail 
link is not achievable, which would give the planning inspector grounds to turn down the 
application if it goes to appeal 

• A discussion took place regarding the tourist deficit (86% of passengers leave from Bristol 
with only 14% entering on a visit).  The airport is a major contributor to the national tourist 
deficit, which is contrary to the information being given by the airport that they are making a 
significant contribution to the UK economy. 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST ON LULSGATE WOOD CONCERNING BATS 

• Councillor Burn gave the background to her FOI request regarding mitigation measures for 
the greater and horseshoe bats in Lulsgate Wood.  One of the conditions imposed when the 
wood was created was that cows should be allowed to graze, which has not happened.  This 
is another example of the airport failing to comply with their obligations, and not be 
operationally efficient. 

  



POSSIBLE ACTIONS FOR PARISH COUNCILS (MPs, BA CHRISTMAS PARTY, BUDGETS 

• Councillor Burn strongly suggested that each parish should meet with their local MP to say 
that a light railway is needed to connect Bristol and Weston-super-Mare with the airport 
before growth is considered.  Also, that night flights should not be increased. 

• Parishes should attend the airport Christmas party as they will be outlining their master plan. 

A REPORT ON THE RECENT MEETING WITH NORTH SOMERSET MP SADIK AL-HASSAN 

• A meeting took place on 1st November between Hilary Burn and Joachim Steinbeck who 
represented the PCAA when the Chair was on leave.  The MP made it clear that the Labour 
government supports growth, and that there would be no exemption for Bristol Airport.  The 
tourist deficit argument was pointed out, but the MP would not accept this stating that the 
airport makes the area globally connected.   

• The MP said that the cost of making changes to the surface access infrastructure was high, 
but that there were proposals for a light railway connection from the centre of Bristol to the 
airport.  He did say  that aviation as it presently exists is not good for the planet, but 
decarbonisation presents a huge challenge. 

• Off airport parking was discussed, but the MP did not address the problem stating that we 
are NIMBYs. 

THE FORTHCOMING AIRPORT SURFACE ACCESS STRATEGY. 

• The ASAS has now been adopted.  The current debate concerns how it will be implemented.  
The new NS Local Plan will be out for consultation before Christmas, where transport to and 
from the airport will be included. 

DISPENSATIONS OF NIGHT FLIGHTS. 

• In the last recorded year there were just under 700 dispensations, which is a huge amount. 
None have received a penalty from NSC.  The PCAA will include dispensations in its 
response to the master plan, as another example of airport inefficiency. 

• NSC will be trying to reduce dispensations to 500 in the next year, and then less in the 
following years.  District Councillor Thomas Daw said that NSC will be dedicating more 
officer time to challenge dispensations. 

NOISE  

• There have been no significant developments since the recent change of government 

AIR SPACE MODERNISATION 

• Everything is dormant nationally at present. 

AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

• Councillor Steinbeck said that the ACC is an ‘unfortunate forum’ as key stakeholders 
including the airlines are not represented.  The ACC is being used as a forum which 
presents the activities of the airport in a good light, when it should be a body calling it to 
account. 

URGENT BUSINESS 

• District Councillor Thomas Daw repeated his earlier request that he be copied into all email 
correspondence between the PCAA and NSC.  He also reminded everyone that he NSC 
Local Plan consultation will be commencing shortly, and recommended that every parish 
should comment. 

 


