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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF CHEW MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL 

Meeting held in the Old School Room Tuesday 6 June 2023 7.45pm. 

 

Present Cllr Jon Wheatley, Chairman  Cllr Nick Scholefield, Vice Chairman  

  Cllr Louise Leeder   Cllr Lynne Easton    

  Cllr Rodney Andrews   Cllr Paul Cornelius 

  Ward Cllr David Harding 

     

2306.1 Apologies – to note apologies for absence 

Apologies have been received and accepted from Cllr Cox, Cllr Morgan and Cllr Jerrome.  

 

Opportunity for the members of the public to speak (the public are asked to limit their address to 5 minutes 

with maximum time allowed 20 minutes). Please note that the Parish Council cannot make a decision on any 

item which is not on the agenda, but items may be put forward for a future agenda. 

• The Council heard from a resident with suggestions on a community led and funded way to use 

Crickback Cottage and grounds to create a venue which would hold events promoting health and well- 

being for residents.  

The Council noted these suggestions – noting that raising funds for the works and ongoing costs of 

running such a centre would be a key issue.  Chairman to liaise with resident on this issue.    

• Ward Cllr David Harding introduced himself to the Parish Council and confirmed that he or Ward Cllr 

Anna Box will attend Parish Council meetings.  And Ward Cllr Harding highlighted key issues that they 

will be working with B&NES on, including the recent £275 000 to resurface Chew Magna High Street.  

       

2306.2  Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and Request for Dispensations  

To receive declaration of any members personal or prejudicial interest in any item on the 

agenda 

None.   

 

2306.3 [TO RESOLVE) To confirm and approve minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9 May 

2023  

Resolved to approve the minutes with Cllr Leeder proposing and Cllr Easton seconding the 

motion.   

      

2306.4  Report back on meetings and progress  

a) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and approve Councillors areas of responsibility 

Resolved to approve the following 

Financial Officer  

The Clerk 

 Planning Committee/display of banner permission 

Core members Vice Chairman and Cllr Andrews, together with the Councillor who lives nearest to 

the property. 

Footpaths Working Group 

Cllr Cox and the Chairman - responsible for operation of the B&NES Footpath agency scheme, 

chair the group and be spokesperson on all other matters (to be assisted by retired Cllr and 

resident Nick Hasell). 

Responsibility for King George V Playing Fields matters 

Cllrs Easton, Cllr Morgan and Cllr Cornelius 

Finance 

The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Cllr Andrews.  

Spokesperson on trees, hedges and verges 

The Vice Chairman and Chairman. 

Highways 
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Cllr Morgan.  

Public transport issues 

Whole Council 

Crime and public safety 

Cllr Cornelius and Cllr Leeder 

Business Liaison 

Cllr Jerrome 

Public Realm and Heritage Interpretation 

Cllr Easton, Cllr Cornelius and Cllr Jerrome 

Spokesperson on BIA issues  

Cllr Leeder 

Representative on Teg Trust 

Nick Hasell (retired Cllr and resident) 

Representative on Richard Jones Foundation 

Chairman (supported by retired Cllr and resident Nick Hasell) 

Flood Warden Scheme  

Cllr Easton and the Chairman 

Emergency Plan 

Cllr Easton  

Climate and Nature 

Cllr Scholefield and Cllr Morgan. 

North Wick 

Cllr Morgan and Cllr Cox.  

Representatives on the OSR Management Committee 

Cllr Andrews, Cllr Easton  

Liaison with Chew Magna Primary School 

The Vice Chairman  

Website Management 

Clerk 

Affordable Housing 

Cllr Cornelius, Cllr Jerrome, Cllr Andrews 

b) To receive a report on Airport issues  

Cllr Leeder reported that  the Council’s response to the questionnaire on “Bristol Airport Surface 

Access Strategy (which is a project designed to increase the means of how people can get to 

and from the airport) has been submitted. It was carried out by Stantec on behalf of BAL. 

Serious concern was expressed about:  

• Ever increasing volume of airport traffic along the B3130 between the A37 and A38 passing 

through the centre of Chew Magna and difficulties in joining the A38 from the B3130    

• The volume of airport traffic, both users and taxis, which has pinch points to single line traffic at 

each end of the village and in the centre, often causing considerable congestion and blockage 

with major inconvenience to both residents and businesses 

• Random parking within the parish by airport users, often for the duration of their holiday, to 

avoid airport parking charges. 

• It is essential that BAL complete the proposed multistorey car park and that there should be no 

further expansion of carparking onto the Greenbelt. Chew Magna parish is within Bath & N E 

Somerset. 

The Appeal Court has refused BAAN’s request for an Appeal Court Hearing. This means that the 

only action that can now be taken is political.  The full report can be viewed here 

https://www.chewmagna.org.uk/index.php/latest-airport-reports/ 

The Council agreed that Cllr Leeder draft an objection to PCCA response to BAL request to 

discharge 23/P/1039/AOC for circulation to Councillors before submission.  

c) To receive a report on local services and businesses 

No news/updates.  

d) To receive a report on Streetlight issues 
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The Council requested an agenda item to consider a representative to assist Cllr Andrews 

with streetlighting issues.  

e) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide submission re Local Green Space Review by B&NES 

deadline 14 July 

Deferred to July meeting.  

f) Police report from Avon and Somerset Beat Manager 

The Council noted this report.  

 

2306.5  Transportation, Highways and Footpaths  

 To receive reports on: 

a) Car Park Issues 

The Chairman to liaise with Ward Cllr Harding on ongoing car park issues.  

b) Parking issues 

The Council will request a parish visit by B&NES Highway Engineer to discuss double yellow 

lines in advance of the planned resurfacing 

c) Speeding issues  

Cllr Andrews and Cllr Easton to meet with Chalks resident who raised concerns at a previous 

meeting.  

d) Bus services - [TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide how to disseminate  WESTlink DRT 

service leaflets 

Resolved to distribute leaflets via businesses, shops, centres.  The Chairman to liaise with Cllr 

Morgan.  

e) Highways sheet 

The Council reviewed and updated the Highways Sheet.  

f) Footpaths – [TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide action to take re dogs off leads, dog poo 

bag littering 

Deferred to July meeting. 

g) Walley Lane 

The Council noted speed counter data from survey in February received from B&NES.  

 

2306.6   Environmental Issues and initiatives  

  To receive reports on: 

a) Emergency Coordinator Report  

Cllr Easton reported that the Resilience Day will be earlier this year, on 2 September (B&NES 

have their Resilience Day on 28 September with Chew Magna giving a presentation). The 

afternoon will be a training session for the Wardens based around the 2 events experienced 

earlier this year with the Environment Agency supporting.  Cllr Easton is meeting with the 

B&NES Emergency Team on Friday 9th June to discuss the Rest Centre, and will be looking 

for a team of volunteers (sperate to the Wardens) with specific roles. The Council agreed 

funds of a maximum of £200 towards the cost of a BBQ event on the day.  

b) Health of Rivers in the Parish 

Cllr Easton reported that meetings have been organised for a  slot in the Chew Valley Forum 

on 12 July and an evening session on 18 July at the OSR to explain  river dipping events 

which are being arranged.   

c) Playground  

Cllr Easton reported that the table tennis table is in place with matting still to be installed.  

The contractor has been requested to repair the recent vandalism to the field.  Cllr Easton 

will investigate recycling bins and approach B&NES again to see if they will collect now 

B&NES is a Greener council. 

d) Climate and Nature Emergency Group report 

The Council noted the report circulated by CVAF C&NEWG. 
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e) Control of weeds around the parish 

The Council agreed to request to extend the contractors works to include clearing weeds 

from pavements – Council to consider priority areas.  

f) Litter issues – Clean & Green Team 

The Council noted the next visit 12-16 June and any areas of concerns should be sent to the 

Clerk.  

 

 

2306.7  Finances  

a) [TO RESOLVE] ] resolved, proposed Cllr Andrews, seconded Cllr Cornelius – the following 

items approved by the Council for payment.  

Description Amount £ Cheque No 

Npower - street lighting electricity –  April usage paid In May 183.12 DD 

Mr D W Stephenson – monthly website maintenance 25.00 S/O 

Bank charges for May 15.00 BACS 

K Headlong – expenses May 2023 30.00 102534 

Branching Out – grass cutting & parish sweeping May 868.00 102535 

CPRE – donation towards solar panel campaign 250.00 102536 

PCAA – 2023.24 subscription 75.00 102537 

Mike Reed – footpaths clearance May 2023 105.00 102538 

HMRC – PAYE months 1 2 3 30.18 102540 

SALARY PAYMENTS June 2023 POST DATED CHEQUES 1 July 2023 

as HMRC require RTI (Real Time Information) reporting submitted 

before PAYE date (1st of month) 

  

K Headlong (Clerk June 2023) 

Tax 

NI 

Net pay 

830.92 

0 

0 

830.92 

102539 

 

b) To note receipts June 

Description Amount £ Cheque No 

   

 

c) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and approve end of year accounts and bank reconciliation  

Resolved that the accounts and bank reconciliation were agreed by the Council. 

d) Internal Audit 2023 – to receive, consider and implement any recommended actions 

The Council reviewed the report, with one copy signed and returned to the Internal auditor.  

e) External audit 2023 –  [TO RESOLVE] to consider and approve Annual Accounting Statement 

2022/23 

Resolved that the 2022/23 Accounting Statement are approved and that the Chairman 

should sign them. 

f) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and approve dates for Exercise of Public Rights 

Resolved that the exercise should take place Monday 12 June to Friday 21 July 2023. 

g) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and approve Asset Register 

Deferred to July meeting.  

 

2306.08 Planning   

a) To consider and approve comments on applications in Circulation  

23/00189/FUL Parcel 3873 Butham Chew Magna  

Erection of agricultural buildings and provision of access track and pond. 

Chew Magna Parish Council comment submitted 

23/01136/FUL Woodlands Chew Hill Chew Magna BS40 8SA 

Part demolition and replacement two storey rear extension and other building operations 
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Chew Magna Parish Council comment submitted 

23/01085/FUL The Old Cider Barn Dumpers Lane Chew Magna BS40 8SS 

Change of use from agricultural land to residential garden. 

Chew Magna Parish Council comment submitted 

23/01576/FUL Woodbarn Farm Denny Lane Chew Magna BS40 8SZ 

Change of use from traditional farm building to a dwelling. 

Chew Magna Parish Council support this application. There is no apparent Policy reason 

to object to this proposal, other than the inevitable remoteness of historical Agricultural 

Settlements that do not enjoy the services of a rapidly diminishing public 

Transport.Service.Furthermore, a small development on a nearby area of the Woodbarn 

Farm was permitted (21/03599/FUL) following careful consideration of Highways issues, yet 

the proximity of this application faces the same planning considerations regarding the same 

Highways and sustainability issues is now recommended for refusal. 

Denny Lane is narrow with some steep gradients that connects Chew Magna with 

Chew Valley Lake. There are a few other residences and no functioning farms that 

also use this lane for access, and the Community Farm that is close to and mainly 

accessed from Walley Lane at Chew Valley Lake. 

The Parish Council’s support also refers to Policy RE6 of the BANES Placemaking 

Plan, which sets out specific tests which redundant farm buildings need to meet for 

them to be suited to a residential conversion. The bulk and form of the building will 

not change in comparison to the existing, thus it will not have a materially greater 

impact on the greenbelt than the present use with regards to the building itself. 

23/01636/TCA 9 Silver Street Chew Magna BS40 8RE 

T1 and T2- Fell and remove. 

Chew Magna Parish Council would need a second opinion from a qualified 

Arboriculturist to confirm the state of these trees. Although ADB is a terminal 

disease, these Ash are in flood zone close to the Winford Brook, and as such, still 

provide some mitigation of the common flood threat to which these gardens and 

properties are prone. 

Before these Ash become a hazard to the owners due to their limited, but so far 

unconfirmed predicted life span, replacement trees should be in place. 

23/01855/FUL High Orchard 7 High Street Chew Magna BS40 8PR 

Erection of a single storey rear extension following removal of existing single storey rear 

extension. 

Chew Magna Parish Council does not object to this application. The proposed 

alterations describe the demolition of an existing rear extension with a larger 

replacement. The resulting increase in volume is within SPD guidelines for a 

property within the Greenbelt, and the alteration would not affect the Street view or 

be overlooked by neighbours, thus also satisfying the CA status of the village. 

23/01700/FUL The Rookery Battle Lane Chew Magna BS40 8PS 

Creation of first floor external terrace on existing flat roof and alteration of openings 

to rear and side elevations 

23/01701/LBA The Rookery Battle Lane Chew Magna BS40 8PS 

External and internal alterations to include the ground and first floor layouts, 

creation of first floor external terrace on existing flat roof and alteration of openings to rear 

and side elevations. 

23/01783/HPD Amberley House , Chew Lane, Chew Magna, BS40 8QA 

Prior approval request for single storey rear extension that would 1) extend beyond the rear 

wall of the original house by 8.00 metres, 2) have a maximum height of 3.50 metres and 3) 

have eaves that are 2.65 metres high. 

Chew Magna Parish Council note that this HPD relates to a detached property that 

has a history of alterations and extensions (from 1997) most of which were 

permitted, and one recent application was withdrawn. As such, an application for 

further extensions would be more appropriate as a FUL application, although it is 
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also described as a Prior approval request. 

This application refers to a fairly isolated and well screened property in a generous 

plot, so it is unlikely to affect neighbours or the street view. As such, Chew Magna 

Parish Council would not object to the proposal on local considerations. 

However, the plot is also within the Greenbelt (and outside the HDB of Chew Magna) 

and as such this extension may exceed the accumulated volume increase allowed 

by the Greenbelt SPD. 

23/01902/COND 8 South Parade, Chew Magna, BS40 8SJ 

Discharge of conditions 3 and 4 of application 19/04024/FUL (Conversion and change of use 

of former Natwest Bank Buildings into 3 apartments and retail unit.). 

Chew Magna Parish Council is very concerned that this application does not 

consider the location of the proposed work that must regard the proximity of other 

businesses and the extensive footfall of users of the neighbouring Old School 

Rooms and Millenium Hall that are community buildings and frequently used 

throughout the day and evenings, including many weekends. 

Although the initial reporting suggests a low-risk Asbestos removal (Grade 3) the 

disturbance for removal of asbestos is a serious and potentially a toxic problem 

which must be handled with great care, especially within such a confined and well 

used public space. A full plan of how this is to be done is required that include timing, 

effective screening, removal of toxic substances and required access that is 

approved by BANES as being safe. 

Consultation on proposed working practice with the near neighbours, including the 

Estate Agents, the Old School Room Trustees, the Church and BANES Highways, 

all of whom are likely to be significantly affected by the proposed works must also be 

agreed. 

 

 

b) To note results 

23/00170/VAR Woodbarn Farm Denny Lane Chew Magna BS40 8SZ 

Variation of condition 4 of application WC13242A (Conversion of 

redundant barns to form holiday accommodation). 

Withdrawn 

23/00921/FUL Hawthorne House Silver Street Chew Magna BS40 8RE 

Conversion of an integrated garage into a habitable space including 

removal of existing garage door and replacement with stone wall and 

high-level window. 

Permit 

23/01011/TCA 5 The Walled Garden Dark Lane Chew Magna BS40 8QD 

(Ash trees) x2 and (Field Maple)- Fell. 

No objection 

23/01485/TCA Chew Magna County Primary School Butham Lane Chew Magna  BS40 

8RQ 

Norway Maple T1 - fell. 

No objection 

23/01509/TCA Wessex Water Kiosk Battle Lane Chew Magna 

Tree 1 (Prunus)- reduce canopy by 2m . Tree 2 and 3 (Chestnut)- reduce 

canopy by 

1.5m. 

No objection 

 

c) To receive a report on Affordable Housing 

No news/updates.  

 

2306.9  Correspondence   

a) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide request for action re worsening condition of the 

Break and the footpath following the Winford Brook from Spratts Bridge 

Resolved that the Council would monitor this issue.   
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b) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide action to take re reports of speeding traffic from 

Harford Square to Spratts Bridge 

Resolved that no action has been able to be sought after taking advice from B&NES Council.  

c) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide any action to be taken re report of dangerous trees in 

Convent ground, Battle Lane 

Deferred to July meeting.  

d) [TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide action to take re issues on Spratts Bridge – 

dirty/muddy bridge, re-site of bin request, mud on pavement outside gate to break 

Resolved that the Council will investigate re-siting the bin as B&NES have refused to do so.  

e) (TO RESOLVE) To Consider and decide response to email from CVAF C&NEWG requesting 

feedback on future of the group and request for members 

Deferred to July 2023. 

f) (TO RESOLVE] To consider and decide response to request for £750 donation from Age UK 

Resolved that the Council not to make a donation at this time.  

 

2306.10 Items to carry forward to next Meeting  

  Streetlighting representative 

 

2306.11 To note future meetings 

   AGM B&NES ALCA meeting Wednesday 7 June 2023 7.30pm  ZOOM 

West of England Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) WEBINAR 13 June 2023 

Renewable Energy and Nature Recovery  Keynsham Community Space 15 June 2023 6–7:30pm 

Chew Valley Area Forum - 12 July 2023, 6pm Chew Valley School library 

  Parish Liaison - 19 July and 18 October 2023  

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.00 pm 

   

Next meeting will be held on Tuesday 4 July 2023 7.45pm Upper Hall, Old School Room 

Kirsty Headlong, 14 June 2023 2023 Parish Clerk     

 


