
Airport report for Chew Magna Parish Council meeting  

On 2 July 2024 

 PCAA AGM and Ordinary Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting and ordinary meeting of the PCAA was held at 7.30pm on Thursday 
27th June 2024 at Felton Village Hall. 

Most items were for report and have been previously circulated. 

PCAA finances 

The PCAA has received a very generous legacy of £50,00 by Marion Mainwaring who was 
the secretary to the PCAA before Judith Hoskin.  Her solicitors have let us know that she died 

in February 2021 and that she wishes that the legacy be used for preventing further 

expansion of Bristol Airport.  The PCAA are reviewing suitable places to invest this money to 

be used for Bristol Airport’s future expansion plans. 

The total PCAA funds available which is not ringfenced is £3,288.07. 

 

Parking and Green Belt:  

Roger Daniels on behalf of the PCAA has investigated NSC’s approach to enforcement of 
 ‘off airport’ car parking.  
There has been correspondence with NSC about enforcement of off-site airport parking and 
further discussion with NSC of a possible Article 4 direction ‘to remove permitted development 
rights to control the temporary use of any land for not more than 28 days in total in any 
calendar year … for the storage, parking, cleaning, maintenance or repair of any motor 
vehicle of any description providing it was not used in association with the authorised use of 
the land.’ This had been the subject of consultation in 2016 but never imposed. No decision 
had yet been made about the Article 4 direction by NSC.  

Airport Surface Access Strategy 

An Airport Surface Access Strategy is a requirement of the planning permission for the 
expansion of the airport.  A report has been published by BAL but not all of the Parishes were 
consulted. In relation to the local community impacts of road traffic and off-site car parking 
generated by the airport will need to be followed up through the Airport Consultative 
Committee and the North Somerset Local Plan, including pursuing an Article 4 Direction and 
seeking progress on an airport master plan before any Green Belt changes are approved. 
Roger has written an excellent synopsis. 

The Vision is to reduce car trips in favour of other modes. ‘As part of the 12mppa planning 
consent, BAL is committed to implementing measures and monitoring to aim to achieve a 
target 0.5% increase in public transport use year on year.’ 

Existing Surface Access is described in terms of public transport routes (bus and coach), on-
site shuttle buses, rail (no direct link), walking and cycling (insignificant), taxis (exclusive 
Arrow Car concession and Drop & Go Car park), road access (single carriageway roads). On-
site car parking is currently c 18,000 spaces with plans to increase to c 22,300 spaces, but a 
loss of spaces in 2024 from construction of a new multi-storey car park and public transport 
interchange.  

Nearly 80% of passengers arrived by car or taxi, partly reflecting the limited public transport 
options available. According to Bristol Airport staff travel surveys, 87% of airport employees 
arrived by car in 2017. Bus use by employees had increased from 2.5% in 2004 to 9% in 
2017 

Objective 1: Increase Public Transport Use: 



Objective 2: Reduce Environmental Impacts of Road Traffic: 

Objective 3: Reduce Local Community Impact 

Observations and Recommendations to PCAA  

The objectives and actions proposed in the ASAS are generally positive. Of particular interest 
are • Increasing public transport use, with a proportionate reduction in car and van traffic; • 
concessionary bus fares for the surrounding parishes; and • actions under Objective 3: 
Reduce Local Community Impact, including Traffic Regulation Orders to control unauthorised 
parking and drop-offs. However, PCAA members may feel that measures to reduce local 
community impact are too limited 

Noise Metrics (webinar hosted by UECNA https://www.uecna.eu) 
UECNA meeting, 3rd June 2024 

Discussion around a number of aspects of noise metrics associated with aircraft and 

airports. There were three invited speakers: an acoustician, a NY campaigner and a man 
considering low frequency noise.  Observations and questions were as follows: 

• Should we use not just the average noise levels, but also the number of aircraft? 

• The level at which people become annoyed may not be reliable. 
• dBA measure has a flaw as much of the sound energy below 200Hz is subtracted and 

a vast proportion of the aircraft noise produced is less than 40Hz 

• Low frequency noise - does it affect health? 

• Proposal to complement dBA with dBH; We hear dBA, but our bodies feel the full 
spectrum. 

• Low frequencies travel further and passes through solid walls; clinical damage arises 
from low frequency noises 

• dBH is proposed for frequencies from 0 to 200Hz 

 

Bristol Airport Newsletter Summer reported that: 

• 10 million passengers had been through the airport in a consecutive twelve-month period. 
• £11.5 million has been invested in next generation security scanners, enabling passengers to 

go through security and keep mobile phones, laptops and liquids in their hand luggage.  
• the construction of the new public transportation hub and additional multi-storey car park 

including a new Drop Off and Pick Up area has been going well and is on target for 
completion by Summer 2025. The public transport interchange hub will accommodate 16 
coaches and will enable improved public transport links to the airport from across the region. 

 

Air Accident Investigation Bureau Report into the 'near miss' incident at Bristol Airport on 
4 March 2024 

This incident has only just been brought to the attention of the PCAA. 

The Air Accident Investigation Bureau investigated a 'near miss' incident which occurred on 4 
March 2024.  The incident concerned a Boeing 737-8K5 registration G-FDZS which is a 
Boeing 737 Next Generation (737NG)  
 

The Boeing 737-800 completed a take-off from Runway 09 at Bristol Airport with insufficient 
thrust to meet regulated performance. The autothrottle (A/T) disengaged when the take-off 
mode was selected, at the start of the take-off roll, and subsequently the thrust manually set 
by the crew (84.5% N1) was less than the required take-off thrust (92.8% N1). Neither pilot 
then noticed that the thrust was set incorrectly, and it was not picked up through the standard 
operating procedures (SOPs). Please note that it makes for disturbing reading.  The report 
can be found on this link: 



 

https://www.gov.uk/aaib-reports/aaib-special-bulletin-s1-slash-2024-boeing-7 

37-8k5-g-fdzs 

Or an alternative 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aaib-special-bulletin-boeing-737-8k5-g-fd 
zs-auto-throttle-failure-on-takeoff-from-bristol-airport-4-march-2024 
 

Please note that there is an ongoing investigation.  This has not been reported widely 
and only recently been brought to the attention of the PCAA. 

 

Evacuation of the Control Tower at Bristol Airport on 26 June 2024 

Please see this report regarding the evacuation of the control tower at Bristol Airport on 26 
June 2024. Whilst this was a false alarm, the flight safety of aircraft could have been at risk if 
it had been an actual fire. As a precautionary measure 6 arrival flights were rerouted as a 
precaution. 

Bristol Airport flights diverted after evacuation - BBC News 

https://www.gov.uk/aaib-reports/aaib-special-bulletin-s1-slash-2024-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs
https://www.gov.uk/aaib-reports/aaib-special-bulletin-s1-slash-2024-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aaib-special-bulletin-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs-auto-throttle-failure-on-takeoff-from-bristol-airport-4-march-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/aaib-special-bulletin-boeing-737-8k5-g-fdzs-auto-throttle-failure-on-takeoff-from-bristol-airport-4-march-2024
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c6pp2jy8rp1o

