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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 

Chew Magna Parish Council held in 

The Old School Rooms Tuesday 4 April 2023 7 – 7.30pm 

 

Councillors Present Cllr Jon Wheatley, Chairman  Cllr Nick Scholefield 

   Cllr Louise Leeder   Cllr Rodney Andrews  

   Cllr Nick Hasell   Cllr Paul Cornelius  

   Cllr Simon Jerrome       

 

AGENDA 

 

Item 1  Chairman’s Report to the Parish 

 

The Parish Council has continued to discharge its responsibilities throughout 2022/23.  All 

Councillors have actively pursued their responsible areas with due diligence, enthusiasm 

and have without exception worked hard to ensure the smooth and efficient running of the 

Parish Council. 

The key areas are as follows.  Planning, this area has been led by Cllr Nick Scholefield, the 

Vice Chairman who has dealt with many applications, comments and strategic issues as well 

as acting in support of the Chair on  many occasions.  In addition, Nick’s commitment to 
green issues/climate change and the Chew Magna Society have been exceptional.  

The Childrens’ play area, the River Chew, litter and local environment have been overseen, 

co-ordinated and  managed by the excellent Cllr Lynne Easton, ably assisted by Alex. 

Throughout the year there have been  many instances whereby Lynne and her brilliant team 

of volunteers have rallied to support many a concerned Parishioner in need.  

The airport, where Cllr Louise Leeder has represented the Parish continues to be a concern 

to most locally, and particularly its proposed expansion is an area where there is much to be 

done.  Louise also represents Tunbridge and assists with communication on  most areas.  

Cllr Marie-Louise Hales has continued to assist with highways, transport and communication 

issues relating to bus services with due diligence and commitment, given difficult 

circumstances arising from the need to isolate.  Cllr Marie-Louise Hales has decide not to 

seek re-election to the Parish Council and we wish to thank her for her excellent service and 

support over the years.  

Cllr Nick Hasell has, for as long as I can remember, been part of the Parish as well as leading 

on footpath issues.  Nick has served the community in ensuring access to the countryside as 

well as being copious in all landscape, farming and arboriculture advice.  Nick, we wish you 

well and express our sincere thanks for your time on the Parish Council.  Please thank Judy 

for the mince pies, which we will really miss.  

We are please to welcome Cllr Natasha Morgan who has contributed on most issues, 

bringing a much needed younger persons perspective to the Parish Council.  

Cllr Paul Cornelius continues to represent the local villagers and is a stalwart of the fire 

service.  Paul has supported in many areas over the years and continues to represent local 

sports interest on the Council.  

Cllr Simon Jerrome, has continued to expand his interests in co-ordinating the roles of local 

businesses throughout the Parish.  Local businesses are so key to the maintenance of a 

sustainable community.  He has also led on the affordable housing initiative which the 

current Council is strongly supportive of delivering for older and younger persons.  
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Cllr Rodney Andrews guides us all on financial, audit and value for money issues.  In 

addition, tackling the challenging street lighting issues.  Rodney never stops working for the 

community and is the main link with the Old School Room Committee, the Chew Magna 

Society and many other community matters.  

Finally, Cllr Ian Cox, our key farming representative, provides the Parish Council with a 

wealth of local knowledge, as well copious attention to financial issues in acting as a key 

signature.  Ian is always providing practical solutions to often difficult problems.  

All in all, we have a great team of Councillors.    

Special thanks must be recorded to Kirsty Headlong, our Parish Clerk, for diligence in 

keeping business running efficiently, with effective administration within the law.  

Terry Hillard has retired during 2022/23, we also wish him well.  

Our thanks to Ward Cllrs Karen Warrington and Vic Pritchard, both representing the Chew 

Valley North Ward in BANES.  

Finally in writing this report I wish to express our thanks to the many volunteers and 

interested parties who contribute to the Chew Valley Community and Parish of Chew 

Magna.  Chew Magna is a very special village and an area we can all be immensely proud of. 

 

Thank you and in closing I take the opportunity of wishing the new Council well. 

 

Jon Wheatley 

Chairman, Chew Magna Parish Council 

 

Item 2  Health of Rivers In The Parish 

The Council heard from residents with concerns over the health of rivers in the parish. 

Several organisations were highlighted which the parish could work with.  

The Council agreed that this would be a regular agenda item for the new Parish Council.  

 

Item 3   Public Participation 

 

Residents thanked the Parish Council for the work that they do for the community. 

 

 

Kirsty Headlong, Parish Clerk 13 April 2022 

 


