
Airport report for Chew Magna Parish Council meeting  
on 2 April 2024 

 
North Somerset Local Plan 2039: Pre-submission Plan: removal of greenbelt from the Airport 
(Previously reported but left on the report as awaiting reply). 
 

Link to the consultation.   
https://n-somerset.inconsult.uk/NSLP2039PreSub/consultationHome 

 

• CMPC objected to the removal of Greenbelt from the Airport in NSC Local Plan to 2039 which 
was reported in the February Airport Report. 

 

• On 28 February 2024 Sir Liam Fox emailed Jo Walker, the Chief Executive of NSC. He made 
his objection to “any plan to take Bristol Airport out of the greenbelt.”  He was also concerned 
that the plan does not make sufficient provision for improvements to the plight of the many 
villages in relation to the projected increase in passenger numbers. 
He pointed out that “In the period of the plan, there are likely to be further applications for 
even greater passenger numbers. ----- It would be nice to see ideas about how this chronic 
situation might be improved in the future, for example by building our major park-and-ride 
close to the M5 which could at least limit vehicle movements by the improved use of shuttles 
to the airport itself.” 
 

• Reply from Richard Kent on behalf of J Walker (CEO NSC) which was part of an email sent 
on 13 March but the email was copy and pasted so not sure of the exact date 

 

“Dear Sir Liam 

Thank you for your email dated 28th February to our Chief Executive, Jo Walker. Mrs 
Walker has asked me to reply on her behalf. 

I have noted your opposition to the proposed change to the Green Belt at Bristol Airport 
and relayed it to relevant colleagues. 

The council does apply Green Belt policy very strictly and requires very special 
circumstances to be demonstrated by those who seek to build in the Green Belt. The 
Local Plan process provides the opportunity to review and alter Green Belt boundaries 
where exceptional circumstances are fully evidenced and justified. This process has been 
used in the past to make minor adjustments, such as at Court House Farm between the 
Bristol port and the M5 and also to create the current Green Belt "inset" at the airport.  

In the current draft plan, we have carried out a further review. This has included looking 
at introducing settlement boundaries around some of the villages which have previously 
been entirely included in the Green Belt and adjusting the boundary north of Colliters 
Way. It also includes a proposed extension to the Green Belt between Backwell and 
Nailsea.  

There are some parts of the Green Belt which are already quite developed and arguably 
do not fulfil a significant Green Belt purpose. The land on the south side of the airport is 
one of those areas as it is characterised by a mix of airport related buildings, structures 
and car parks and is now clearly "brownfield". Including that area within an expanded 
airport Green Belt inset reflects the situation on the ground in the light of the recent 
appeal decision. The proposal to increase the inset is accompanied by a new policy (draft 
policy LP9) which would restrict development within the enlarged inset to development 
requiring an airport location.  Furthermore, the policy is clear that the only reason for the 
inset is to enable new development which is essential to the operation of the airport, not 
to accommodate other uses which could be located elsewhere.  Amongst other things, 

https://n-somerset.inconsult.uk/NSLP2039PreSub/consultationHome


the policy would require that appropriate surface access improvements (including major 
public transport infrastructure) are provided in step with development and ensure that the 
impacts of any new development on the living conditions of residents and on the 
environment are properly mitigated. 

In terms of airport parking, the draft plan also includes a new policy (DP20) specifically to 
help the management of airport related car parking. It sets a requirement to demonstrate 
a need for parking in accordance with a sustainable approach to surface transport 
access. In particular, it makes clear that any car parking provision should be designed to 
deliver improved public transport to and from the airport. An appropriately sited off site 
park and ride could form part of this solution but the overriding objective (which was 
supported by an inspector in an appeal last year against a proposed airport park and ride 
at Hewish) is to encourage airport users to make their journey entirely by public transport. 
To this end, the planning permission granted on appeal in 2022 to allow expansion to 12 
million passengers per annum includes a package of measures to improve bus 
connectivity to the airport including from various train stations.  

That permission also includes a number of planning conditions and obligations 
specifically to control the impact of the airport on the local community. This includes noise 
control measures, limits on air traffic movements and night flights, and controls on air 
quality. Any future planning applications will be expected to include similar such 
measures. 

The council has received a number of objections to the draft airport related policies. 
These will be fully considered by the independent inspector when the draft plan is 
submitted for examination.” 

 
Bristol Airport meeting for Parish Councillors on 27 March 2024 held at Lulsgate House 
 
Bristol Airport provided a Report which included the following details: 

• Passenger numbers 9.8 mppa 

• Employment 4100 – includes all the companies eg Easy Jet, retailers etc 

• 18 airlines 

• Destinations 115 + 

• Regional Gross Value Added (GVA) 1.7 billion (economic productivity metric that measures 
the contribution of a corporate, subsidiary, company etc 

• Carbon accreditation 4+ 
 

• New Multistorey Car Park projected completion 2025 
Capacity 22,000 
Public interchange hub (on top) on target for mid 2025 
The size of the drop off point will be double the existing one 
Carpark construction is concrete rather than steel so they said that they did not need a 
sprinkler system. 

 

• Next generation security is about to arrive so passengers will be able to leave their water 
bottles in hand baggage but everyone will have a body scan 

 

• Public transport:  BA claimed that A1 bus and A3 bus passenger numbers had substantially 
increased but comparison was to 2022 figures when volume was low rather than pre Covid.  It 
was pointed out by members of the audience that some passengers use these buses as a 
way of getting to other destinations and asked if the airport had means of calculating the 
number that actually travelled by plane but BA said that this was not recorded. 

 

• BA funding for projects 
£220,000 in local projects 



Airport Environmental and Amenity Improvement Fund (100k)  for projects on transport 
improvement, noise mitigation, environmental impacts (10k per project) 
Diamond Fund £50k 

 

• Noise mitigation for households (200k): for Backwell, Wrington, Felton and Winford residents 
 

Hydrogen in Aviation Alliance: hydrogen as aviation fuel  
 
Questions from the audience which had been mainly submitted in advance  
 
Several questions were submitted but the main one was in regard to the excess night time flights: 
 

• Nighttime flights:  Bristol Airport are now allowed to have 4000-night flights in total between 
11.30pm and 6pm.  A Freedom of Information request revealed that Bristol Airport had an 
excess of 1188 nighttime flights between March and October.  This is 30% more than 
they are allowed and the equivalent of between 5 and 6 extra flights per night. This is 
more than double the number of additional nighttime flights at Gatwick Airport which is 
over four times the size of Bristol Airport.  
 
If flights have been delayed and were due in before 11.30pm but land later then the airline 
has to apply for “special dispensation” for exceptional circumstances from North Somerset 
Council.    Exceptional circumstances can be sought in an emergency such as immediate 
danger to life, delays to aircraft which are likely to lead to serious congestion at the airport or 
serious hardships of suffering to passengers, delays to aircraft from widespread and 
prolonged disruption of air traffic. Dave Lee (BA CEO) said that “special dispensation” had 
been granted for 806 which left 418 breaking the airports quota.  However, only 7 of the 806 
dispensations were because of “actual emergencies or danger to life.”  
According to Bristol Airport Action Network in 2022  Bristol Airport were granted more that 800 
“night flight dispensations while Gatwick were granted 576 and Heathrow 415 for the same 
period. 

 
 

 


