Chew Magna Parish Council Meeting 1 June 2021
Airport report

There has been no meeting of the PCAA since 25 March 2021 but there have been some updates by Hilary Burn.

Update on Bristol Airport and the inquiry 
 
Edward Romaine, the PCAA planning lawyer, has recently written to the Inspectorate requesting the Airport to provide more environmental information on the following: 
· A cumulative impact assessment of the carbon emissions from other airports and proposed airport expansions (Cumulative Assessment) 
· Updated environmental information and assessment on carbon emissions to include international emissions and the effects of these emissions on the ability of the UK to meet the 6th Carbon Budget. 
 
North Somerset Council has given support to our request as have some of the other Rule Six parties which is very good news.  We have repeatedly called for a cumulative impact assessment in all our submissions to the planning application. 
 
Background to PCAA request for further environmental information 
 
Ministers have not yet announced what policies will be introduced to ensure that the aviation sector cuts its emissions in line with the UK’s carbon budgets. A consultation on net zero aviation is long overdue but the CCC’s analysis concludes that as well as introducing new aviation fuels and improving aircraft efficiencies, demand for flying will need to be limited. CCC therefore advises no net increase in UK airport capacity as sufficient capacity already exists. 
 
Sixteen national and community groups (including the PCAA) opposing expansion at eight UK airports have united to write to the Transport Secretary and the Housing, Communities, and Local Government Secretary of State to call for an immediate moratorium on climate change grounds. 

An article referencing the letter is in the Guardian dated 10 May.  link, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/may/10/campaigners-say-uk-airport-expansion-plans-must-be-suspended-amid-new-climate-goals 
  
The North Somerset Council letter to the Inspectorate (supporting PCAA request for further environmental information) queries the timing of a Government policy statement on  the reduction of aviation emissions as the Government has issued a statement indicating that they will announce on or around the 1st November 2021, how the relevant carbon emission reductions are to be achieved. The Inquiry ends in October.  It is essential that we know how carbon emission reductions are to be achieved from the aviation sector as a whole as well as Bristol Airport.  

It is a waiting game to hear what the future aviation policy will be and whether or not the Inspectorate will insist on the Airport producing further environmental information for the Inquiry. Finally, in term of aviation emissions, the sector may begin to play its part in reducing emissions. 
 


The New Economics Foundation Report- Turbulence Expected  - the climate cost of airport expansion.

The RECOMMENDATIONS are as follows:

• The Secretary of State should call in all of the currently active airport planning applications and assemble a more robust and precautionary evidence base on climate change issues. This evidence can be measured against the forthcoming aviation decarbonisation strategy and the government’s new 2035 emissions target, which is expected to include international aviation emissions. In addition, the government will need to demonstrate how the proposed expansions can be reconciled with the Climate Change Committee’s recommendation of a nonet-expansion policy on airports.

 • The Department for Transport (DfT) should ensure a more robust evidence base is assembled for the appraisal of future airport expansions, including in the case of future NSI proposals, all of which are expected to involve significant climate impacts. This should include tighter guidelines and expectations on the integration of non-CO2 climate impacts, and the monetisation of said impacts.

Louise Leeder 27 May 2021
